
The Bible School movement began in the

later 1800s as a part of American

Fundamentalism and bas greatly impact-

ed Bible-believing C血istiaus over血ese

last one hundred or so years. Since血ere

already were many Christian liberal arts

CO11eges and血eoIogical seminaries in

existence at血at time, it is legitimate to

ask why血ere would be a need for Bible

SChooIs・ Their need, aS understood by

Bible schooI founders, is seen in血e dis-

tinctive feafures w血ch these schooIs had

and ultimately in也e characteristics of

those early Bible school graduates. Just

What are也ese distinctive features?

KEY FEATURES:

The key fea調res of瓜ose early Bible

SChooIs can be cataloged along也ree spe-

Ci五c lines-ヤerSOnal qualities expected

in students and alurmi, doctrinal convic-

tions which would be emphasized, and

SOme aSPeCtS Of practica重application.
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1・ A Deepened Love for the Lord.

Whatever else m王ght be tme,血e early

Bible schooIs sought to prodrce in血eir

Students a deep and abiding hunger to

know也e Lord and walk intimately w地

Him. These schooIs wanted graduates

Who not only knew塾2Q唾血e Lord but

Who knew Him persona11y and whose

Wa肱wi血Him was contimrally develop-

血g.

2. A GodIy Walk. Out缶om a deep

Iove for血e Lord was expected a godly

Walk. This is often refened to as "per-

SOnaI separation.” T血s meant也at one-s

lifestyle was expected to be characterized

by discipline and holiness. The mo的,

"Others may, yOu may not," re鱒ected

血eir thinking. And血ese personal stan-

dards arose out of seriousness ofpurpose

as to what life was allねout,血e convic-

tion血at the things which really last are

血ose which are centered in obeying the

Will ofGod’and a desire to please Him.

3・ The Life ofFa軸P血Cip量e. God

has a will for each ofHis c田dren. As we

yield to Him and aIlow Him to show us

What direction He wishes us to go, He

Wi11 make it possible to accomplish what-

ever is His wi11.
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4. The Importance of Bible Docきrine.

There was the belief in the importance of

doctrine generally-一也at is, Whatever is

taught in Scripture is ofvalue. AIso, there

Were Certain doctrines which were funda_

mental or essential to Biblical

Christi anity

5. BeIiefin the Bible as God's Wbrd.

This included several ideas・ It included,

for example, the concepts of ve血al ple-

nar)′ inspiration and the ine調anCy Of

Scripture. T址s meant也at as we s調dy

血e Bible, We do so from an att血de of

Submission to血e Bible's teaching where-

by we allow血e Holy Sp壷t to guide us in

Our understanding of血e text, and mere

intellectual academic abilities are not

enough to prape血y understand it. There

WaS a de印dis億ust ofwhat was happen-

mg generally in the higher edrcational

Cireles of也eir day.

Because血e Bible is God's Wbrd, it is to

be studied completely and inteIPreted距

erally Bible schooI s調dents studied the

Bible both synthetically and analytical-

1y-that is’血ey had classes which gave

them a good overview of God-s plan for

the ages’and the overall scope of both

Old and New耽staments, aS Well as care一

餌minute study of Bible books, Para-

graphs, SentenCeS, and words. And血eir

teachers told血em也at血ey should inter-

Pret血e Bible by accepting its nomal and

na巾al meanmg--Without looking for

SOme hidden mea皿ng, unless other clear

Schptures would so indicate.

6. Recognition of Di§Pe皿Sational

Distinc髄ons Wi地in a Premi鵬皿niaI

TheoIog王ca] Sy§tem. Because the Bible

WaS tO be inteIPreted nomally言ts plain

meanmg indicated血at God has worked

at di蹄rent times and in di節erent ways

Wi血di節erent groups・ And God had made

Promises to Abraham and to his physical

descendants through Isaac and Jacob--

PrOmises that血eir people would contin-

ue to exist, that血ey would be God's

ea血Iy people,血at也e land of Palestine

belonged to them, and that David-s

Descendant’血e Messiah, WOuld one day

COme and establish血em in prosperity in

血e land・ Those promises still await their

細則ment. This dispensational approach

helped血em understand血at things are

nOt gOmg tO get better and better in也e

PreSent age, but血at apostasy; COmPrO-

mise, and worldliness would charactehze

血e end of the age. The behiever's goal,

then’in servmg也e Lord was not pnmar-
●

ily seen as也at of cultural improvement,

but, rather; one Of飢餓Iing the Great

Commission to evangelize, baptize, and

teach God's Wbrd.

7・ Belief in the Imminent Return of

Ch轟st for His Own. The next event on

God's praphetic calendar is血e retum of



c血ist to take His own to Heaven, just as

He promised in Jo血14:l-3’and just as

described in l Thessaloni狐S 4‥13-18・ It

is not judgmeut upon血e ea血or Doom’s

Day for which believers Iook as血eir

blessed hope. That hope is the any-

mome加appearlng Of God-s Son to take

8. E皿POWerment By the Holy Spirit.

Too many ofGod's people attempt to live

for Him by means of their own e鮮brt’

rather than by allowlng the Holy Spirit of

God to control狐d empower血em to live

a victorious Christian life. Such a life of

victory over known sin (not sinless per-

fection) is possible in this life, and言n

fact, is GodIs will.

9. Negative Attitude Thward

Religious Liberalism.　Because

C血stianity had certain doctrines as fun-

damental to it, any religious system

which ignored, rei血erpreted, Or denied

血ose doctrines was not C血istiandy at a11.
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conviefrons. There was an unWil血gness

to coexist or cooperate With religious lib-

eralism or to comPrOmise by JOmmg

hands in religious endeavor with those

who did not share the great doctrines of

the Bible. The 1878 meeting of the

Niagara Bible Conference adopted a 14-

point doctrinal stateme加Which they

prefaced with the followmg remarks:一一So

many in血e latter times have departed

from血e faith, glVmg heed to seducing

spirits, and doctrines of devils; SO many

have tuned away血eir ears from血e

truth, and tumed unto fables; SO many are

busily engaged in sca鵬ring broadcast血e

seeds of fatal error, d壷ectly a餓鵜ting the

honor of our Lord狐d the des血y of the

soul, We are COnStrained by宜delity to

Him to make the followmg declaration of

our doct血al belie亀狐d to present it as

the bond ofunion with those who wish to

be comected wi血the Niagara Bible

Conference.一一

11. Traini孤g I$ for Service. The early

Bible schooIs believed血at狐eSSential

qua担y in their programs needed to be

practical C血stian service・ Their veIγ

existence was due to the need for ’’gap

men, aS D.L. Moody expressed it・ There

needed to be more C虹stian workers

raised up血the last days of址s present

age who would be welトequlPPed to min-

ister from God's Word to血e spiri血al

needs of those around血em. Thus, Street

meetings, PreaChing in the parks’reSCue

mission ministry,狐d jail and hospital

visitation were a11 an integral part of what

Bible school education was all albout・

12.甘血e　工mporね皿ce O曾Pre租c血宣ng,

Evang髄sm and Missions・ Preaching

God's Word was the God-eStatlished

me血od for bringing people to Christ and

for building xp God-s people. The Great

Commission is the marching orders for

believers today given by our

Commander, and He expects uS tO be

ready and to obey.

As a result of estal)lishing schooIs w皿

血ese various characteristics, a host of

C血istian workers have been produced

who were餌Iy dedicated and committed

to do血g the will of God, Who were will-

mg to spend and -be spent for the cause of

C血ist, Who understood and were com-

mitted by personal convictiQn to the

teachings of God-s Word, and sought to

serve Him in any way He chose. It is true

that these schooIs did not advertise their

programs with phrases such as “academ-

ic excellence, nOr did they speak oftheir

graduates as “cultura11y relevant,” but

血en aga皿, ne地er did血eir alumi-

when interviewmg for a position-aSk

among their first questions what would

be血e salary and龍nge benefits! Perhaps

we would be well-Served to take a cIoser

look at血ose early Bible schooIs to see

why their graduates were often success餌

in their Christian service狐d to ask our-

selves if those distinguishing characteris- ’

tics are still true of Bible colleges today.
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